
STUDIES 
IN 

URHOBO CULTURE 

Edited by 
Peter P. Ekeh 

©Urhobo Historical Society 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Preface in 

Table of Contents xi 

INTRODUCTION 
1. A Profile of Urhobo Culture 1 

Peter P. Ekeh 

URHOBO NAMES AND NAMING PRACTICES 
2. Urhobo Names and Their Meanings 52 

Aruegodore Oyiborhoro 
3. Urhobo Naming Practices: Principles and 

Cross-Cultural Applications 67 
Onoawarie Edevbie 

4. Akpo: Urhobo Ontology of Life and the Universe 122 
Michael Y. Nabofa 

5. Okoro Complex of Names in Urhobo-Isoko Culture: 
A Comparative Perspective on a Common Nigerian Name 143 
Peter P. Ekeh 

TRADITIONAL URHOBO RELIGIOUS LIFE 
6. Urhobo Traditional Religion 152 

Samuel U. Erivwo 
7. Urhobo Traditional Beliefs and Values 194 

Samuel U. Erivwo 
8. Image of God in Man: Dialogue between 

Christianity and Urhobo Traditional Religion 227 
Anthony O. Erhueh 

9. Totemism in Orogun 279 
Onigu Otite 

10. Reincarnation: The Doctrine of Heredity and 
Hope in Urhobo Culture 288 
Michael Y. Nabofa 

URHOBO VENTURE IN MONOTHEISM 
11. Igbe Ubiesha: An Indigenous Charismatic Movement 

Among the Urhobo People 300 
Michael Y. Nabofa 

12. Osanughegbe Religious Movement and 



XU Studies in Urhobo Culture 

Social Ferments in Benin Province, 1926-1936 372 
Uyilawa Usuanlele 

WOMEN AND THE URHOBO FAMILY 
.13. Urhobo Traditional Marriage and Modern 

Influences on Its Institution 396 
Janet Oromafuru Eruvbetere 

14. A Report on Women's Roundtable: Women and 
Leadership in Urhoboland 407 
Rose Oro Aziza 

15. A Text for Isoko-Urhobo Traditional Marriage 
Ceremony in the Diaspora 414 
Onoawarie Edevbie 

16. Urhobo's Avwebo and Nigeria's Amebo 436 
Peter P. Ekeh 

URHOBO POETRY 
17. Aspects of Urhobo Poetry 452 

Daniel A. Obiomah' 
18. The Political-Economic Factor in Urhobo Song-Poetry 469 

Godini G. Darah 
19. A Selection of Poems with Urhobo Themes 493 

Daniel A. Obiomah. Chovwe Ogbe. Wilson Orhiunu, 
Arierhi Patrick Okuneh. Tanure Ojaide. 

URHOBO LANGUAGE MATTERS 
20. Language Endangerment in Urhoboland 523 

Macaulay Mowarin 
21. Women and Leadership in Urhobo Culture: 

The Language Dimension 534 
Rose Oro Aziza 

22. Epha: Urhobo Art of Divination and Its Esoteric Language 551 
Michael Y. Nabofa and Ben Elugbe 

A Poem: The Diviner 573 
Daniel A. Obiomah 

FOLK HISTORY 
23. Omonose Saga and Okpara Folk History 577 

Peter P. Ekeh 



Studies in Urhobo Culture XÜi 

Comments: Aye r' Ekru and the Omonose Complex 587 
Onoawarie Edevbie 

Comments: Omonose's Campaign for Human 
Dignity of Impotent Males in Urhobo Culture 596 
Larry Arhagba 

ASPECTS OF URHOBO ART 
24. Moonlight Games in Urhobo Culture as 

Creative Dramatics 601 
Atiboroko Uyovbukerhi 

A Poem: Moon and Playtime 615 
Daniel A. Obiomah 

25. Aesthetic Socialisation of Youth Through Dance 
and Music in Urhobo Society 617 
Godini G. Darah 

26. Bruce Onobrakpeya: His Art and International Reputation 632 
Richard A. Singletary 

GEOGRAPHY AND AGRICULTURE 
27. An Outline Geography of Urhoboland 683 

Albert O. Aweto 
28. Agriculture in Urhoboland 699 

Albert O. Aweto 
29. Grassland Vegetation (Ató) of Urhoboland 717 

Albert O. Aweto 

APPENDIX 
Urhobo Traditional Calendar 740 
Michael Y. Nabofa 

Notes on Contributors 744 

About Urhobo Historical Society 752 

Index 755 


