
FF COMMUNICATIONS No. 216

SELECTED WRITINGS 
ON PROVERBS

BY

ARCHER TAYLOR †

EDITED BY 

WOLFGANG MIEDER

HELSINKI 1975 
SUOMALAINEN TIEDEAKATEMIA 

ACADEMIA SCIENTIARUM FENNICA



C O N T E N T S

I. Introduction ...........................................................................................  7

II. General Aspects of the Study of Proverbs
1. “Problems in the Study of Proverbs,” Journal of American 

Folklore, 47 (1934), 1—21   15
2. “The Study of Proverbs,” Modern Language Forum, 24 (1939),

57—83 (together with B. J . Whiting, F. Bradley, R. Jente
and M. P. Tilley) ............................................................................... 40

3. “The Wisdom of Many and the Wit of One,” Swarthmore College 
Bulletin, 59 (1962), 4—7 ..................................................................  68

4. “The Study of Proverbs,” Proverbium, 1 (1965), 1—10 ...........  74
5. “The Collection and Study of Proverbs,” Proverbium, 8 (1967), 

161—176   84

III. Specific Aspects of the Study of Proverbs
6. “The Proverbial Formula 'Man soll’,” Zeitschrift für Volkskunde,

N.F. 2 (1930), 152—156 ..................................................................  101
7. “The Use of Proper Names in Wellerisms and Folk Tales,” 

Western Folklore, 18 (1959), 287—293 .............................................  106
8. “The History of a Proverbial Pattern,” in Classical, Mediaeval 

and Renaissance Studies in Honor of Berthold Louis Ullman, ed. by 
Charles Henderson (Rome 1964), vol. II, 483—489 ................. 115

9. “ ’Neither Fish Nor Flesh’ and its Variations,” Journal of the 
Folklore Institute, 3 (1966), 3—9   122

10. “Method in the History and Interpretation of a Proverb: ’A 
Place for Everything and Everything in its Place’,” Proverbium,
10 (1968), 235—238 ..........................................................................  129

IV. Historical and Comparative Studies of Individual Proverbs
11. “Sunt tria damna domus,” Hessische Blätter für Volkskunde, 24 

(1926), 130—146 ............................................................................... 131
12. “The Proverb 'The Black Ox has not Trod on his Foot’ 

in Renaissance Literature,” Philological Quarterly, 20 (1941), 
266—278................................................................................................ 152

13. “'Audi, Vide, Tace,’ and the three Monkeys,” Fabula, 1 (1957), 
26—31.................................................................................................... 165

14. “It is Good Fishing in Troubled (Muddy) Waters,” Proverbium,
11 (1968), 268—275 ........................................................................... 172

V. Bibliographical Survey
15. “An Introductory Bibliography for the Study of Proverbs,” 

Modern Philology, 30 (1932), 195—210 .........................................  180

VI. Bibliography of Archer Taylor’s Proverb Studies .................... 195


