
NORDIC FOLKLORE

Recent Studies 

EDITED BY

REIMUND KVIDELAND AND  

HENNING K. SEHMSDORF

IN COLLABORATION WITH

ELIZABETH SIMPSON

Sondersammelgebiet 
Volks- & Völkerkunde
in Zusammenarbeit mit der DFG

INDIANA UNIVERSITY PRESS
Bloomington and Indianapolis



C O N T E N T S

FOREWORD BY DAN BEN-AMOS
PREFACE
ABBREVIATIONS

Introduction

Nordic Folklore Studies Today
Reimund Kvideland and Henning K . Sehmsdorf 

Folklore and National Identity 
Brynjulf Alver

Folk Narrative

Methods in Folk Narrative Research 
Lauri Honko 

The Language o f Fairy Tales 
Bengt Holbek 

A  Blind Storyteller’s Repertoire 
Gun Herranen 

Legends Today
Bengt af Klintberg

Folk Belief and Legend

Nordic Folk Belief Research 
Magne Velure 

Memorates and the Study of Folk Belief 
Lauri Honko 

Concepts of the Soul in Norwegian Tradition 
Bente G. Alver 

The Dead without Status 
Juha Pentikäinen

vii
xi

xii

3

12

23

40

63

70

93

100

110

128



vi

History and Legend

Historical Legends and Historical Truth 
Brynjulf Alver 

Tradition, Milieu, and Cultural Values 
Birgit Hertzberg Johnsen

Folk Song and Folk Singing

Folk Bailad and Folk Song 
Reimund Kvideland 

The Dynamics o f Religious Group Singing 
Päivikki Suojanen 

Spontaneous Singing among Children 
Jon-Roar Bjø kvold

Folklore and Society

The Whore in Rural Society 
Jonas Frykman 

Alternative Medicine in Today’ s Society 
Bente G. Alver and Torunn Selberg 

The Function o f Riddles 
Leea Virtanen 

Stories o f Death and the Socialization o f Children 
Reimund Kvideland

BIBLIOGRAPHY

CONTRIBUTORS

INDEX

137

150

165

173

183

195

207

221

232

238

253

255

Contents


