Revitalizing European
Rituals

Edited by
Jeremy Boissevain

London and New York



Contents

List of contributors
Preface
Introduction
Jeremy Boissevain

1 ‘Heritage’ and critical history in the

reinvention of mining festivals in North-east England

Susan Wright

2 Continuity and change in political ritual:
May Day in Poland
Zdzislaw Mach

3 Public celebrations in a Spanish valley
Francisco Cruces and Angel Diaz de Rada

4 Celebration at daybreak in Southern Spain
Henk Driessen

5 Pilgrims, ‘yuppies’, and media men: the
transformation of an Andalusian pilgrimage
Mary Crain

6 Building difference: the political economy of
tradition in the Ladin Carnival of the
Val di Fassa
Cesare Poppi

7 Play and identity: ritual change in a
Maltese village
Jeremy Boissevain

Vil
iX

43

62

80

95

113

137



vi Contents

8 Mattresses and migrants: a patron saint’s festival
on a small Greek island over two decades
Margaret E. Kenna

9 Japanese ladies and Mexican hats: contested
symbols and the politics of tradition in a
northern Greek Carnival celebration
Jane K. Cowan

Name index
Subject index

155

173

198
201



