THE ANGRY EARTH

DISASTER IN ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

EDITED BY

ANTHONY OLIVER-SMITH
AND
SUSANNA M. HOFFMAN

ROUTLEDGE
NEW YORK LONDON



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments
Contributors

Anthropology and the Angry Earth: An Overview
Susanna M. Hoffman and Anthony Oliver-Smith

DISASTERS, ENVIRONMENT, AND CULTURE

“"What Is a Disaster?”:
Anthropological Perspectives on a Persistent Question
Anthony Oliver-Smith

ENVIRONMENTAL PATTERN,
HAZARDS, AND CULTURE:
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

The Effects of Explosive Volcanism on Ancient Egalitarian,
Ranked, and Stratified Societies in Middle America
Payson D. Sheets

Convergent Catastrophe: Past Patterns and Future Impfications
of Collateral Natural Disasters in the Andes
Michael E. Moseley

THE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION
OF CATASTROPHE

Peru’s Five-Hundred-Year Earthquake:
Vulnerability in Historical Context
Anthony Oliver-Smith

Constructing Vulnerability in the First World:
The Northridge Earthquake in Southern California, 1994
Robert Bolin and Lois Stanford

The Negation of Disaster:
The Media Response to Oil Spills in Great Britain
Gregory V. Button

xi

17

18

35

36

59

73

74

89

113



viii

v

10

11

12

13

14

\'A
15

CONTENTS

VARIETIES OF CULTURAL RESPONSE

The Worst of Times, the Best of Times:
Toward a Model of Cultural Response to Disaster
Susanna M. Hoffman

The Brotherhood of Pain: Theoretical and
Applied Perspectives on Post-Disaster Solidarity
Anthony Oliver-Smith

The Regenesis of Traditional Gender Patterns
in the Wake of Disaster
Susanna M. Hoffman

Vulnerability, Disaster, and Survival in Bangladesh:
Three Case Studies
Mohammad Q. Zaman

“Tell Them We're Hurting”: Hurricane Andrew,
the Culture of Response, and the Fishing Peoples
of South Florida and Louisiana

Christopher L. Dyer and James R. McGoodwin

AGENCIES, SURVIVORS, AND RECONSTRUCTION

Plan and Pattern in Reaction to Earthquake: Peru, 1970-1998
Paul L. Doughty

Bhopal: Vulnerability, Routinization, and the Chronic Disaster
S. Ravi Rajan

The Phoenix Effect in Post-Disaster Recovery: An Analysis
of the Economic Development Administration’s

Culture of Response after Hurricane Andrew
Christopher L. Dyer

DISASTER AND CULTURAL CONTINUITY

After Atlas Shrugs: Cultural Change or
Persistence after a Disaster
Susanna M. Hoffman

Index

133

134

156

173

192

213

233
234

257

278

301

302

327



