
THE URBAN MOMENT 
C O S M O P O L I T A N E S S A Y S O N T H E 

L AT E - 2 0 T H - C E N T U R Y C I T Y 

R O B E R T A . B E A U R E G A R D 
S O P H I E B O D Y - G E N D R O T 

E D I T O R S 

U R B A N A F F A I R S A N N U A L R E V I E W S 

®Sage Publications, Inc. 
International Educational and Professional Publisher 
Thousand Oaks • London • New Delhi 



Contents 

From the Series Editors ix 

Acknowledgments xiii 

Introduction 

1. Imagined Cities, Engaged Citizens 3 
Sophie Body-Gendrot and Robert A. Beauregard 

Part I: Dilemmas of Representation 

2. Invitation to a Postmodern Urbanism 25 
Steven Flusty and Michael Dear 

3. Crossing CyberCities: Urban Regions and 
the Cyberspace Matrix 51 
M. Christine Boyer 

4. The Post-City Challenge 79 
Thierry Paquot 

Part II: Global Perspectives 

5. Whose City Is It? Globalization and 
the Formation of New Claims 99 
Saskia Sassen 

6. Transnationalism and the City 119 
Michael Peter Smith 

7. The Urban World Through a South African Prism 141 
Alan Mabin 



Part III: Civic Engagement 

8. A City for Whom? Transients and Public Life 
in the Second-Generation Metropolis 
Guido Mar t ino t t i 

9. Which New Urbanism? New York City 
and the Revanchist 1990s 

Neil Smith 

10. Urban Movements and Urban Theory 
in the Late-20th-Century City 

Margit Mayer 

Part IV: Prescriptive Visions 

11. (Promised) Scenes of Urbanity 
Christian Ruby 

12. Can We Make the Cities We Want? 
Susan S. Fainstein 

13. The Spaces of Democracy 
Richard Sennett 

Index 

About the Contributors 


