
Seals and Status: 
The Power of Objects
Edited by John Cherry,
Jessica Berenbeim and Lloyd de Beer

The British 
Museum



Contents Acknowledgements v

Introduction 1
Jessica Bereu beim and Lloyd de Beer

Part I: Conception

1. The Production of Seal Matrices by Brussels  4 
Goldsmiths in the 16th Century
Marc Libert

2. An English Puritan Colony in the Caribbean in 1630: 10 
The Providence Island Company Seal Matrix
Dora Thornton

3. From the Seal to the Funerary Monument:  19 
The Patronage of Two French Prelates, Tristan de 
Salazar and Georges d’Amboise
Ambre Vilain

4. Medieval Seals as Works of Art 26
TA. Heslop

5. Studies in the Materiality of English Royal and  35 
Governmental Seals, 1100-1301
Elke Cwiertnia and Paul Dryburgh

Part II: Function

6. Status: An Impression 45
Brigitte M. Bedos-Rezak

7. Administering the County of Champagne in  54 
the 13th Century: How Seals Came to Symbolise the 
Social and Institutional Status of Local Administrators
Arnaud Baudin

8. Negotiating Political Status: Alliance Treaties  63 
and City Seals in the Late Medieval Upper Rhine 
Region
Markus Späth

9. The Use of Seals in Anglo-Saxon England 73
Simon Keynes

10. The Seal(s) of Robert fitz Walter: Heraldry, 84 
Kinship and Display Among the Magna Carta Barons
Nicholas Vincent

Part III: Afterlife

11. Managing the Message: Royal and 95 
Governmental Seals 1050-1714
Adrian Ailes

12. Intaglios Set in Medieval Seal Matrices:  104 
Indicators of Political Power and Social Status?
John Cherry and Martin Henig, ivith a contribution from Arianna 
D’Ottone Rambach



13. A Constantinopolitan Elite in the Provinces  114
Jonathan Shea

14. Chinese Seals: Stamps of Status on  122 
Chinese Paintings and Calligraphies
Mei Xin Wang

15. Power in Images: European Heraldry and  133 
Islamic Seals from Southeast Asia
Annabel Teh Gallop

Contributors 141

Index 143

iv | Seals an d  S ta tus: T h e  Pow er o fO b je c ts


