
Magic, Witchcraft,and Religion 
An Anthropological Study of the Supematural 

Third Edition 

Arthur C. Lehmann and James E. ,Myers 
Califomia State University, Chico 

Mayfield Publishing Company 
Mountain View, Califomia 

London • Toronto 



Contents 

Foreword by James W. Femandez v 

Preface vii 

1 
The Anthropological 
Study of Religion 
1 

2 
Myth, Ritual, 
Symbolism, 
and Taboo 
32 

Marvin Harris • Why We Became Religious and 
The Evolution of the Spirit World 

Dorothy Lee • Religious Perspectives in Anthropology 

I. M. Lewis • The Anthropologist' s Encounter 

6 

10 

with the Supernatural 18 

Lauriston Sharp • Steel Axes for Stone-Age Australians 24 

Mircea Eliade • Myth 

Max Gluckman • Ritual 

Raymond Firth • An Anthropologist's Reflections 
on Symbolic Usage 

Mary Douglas • Taboo 

Jill Dubisch • You Are What You Eat: Religious Aspects 

36 

41 

46 

50 

of the Health Food Movement 55 

Horace Miner • Body Ritual Among the Nacirema 64 

ix 



X CONTENTS 

3 
Shamans, Priests, 
and Prophets 
68 

4 
The Religious Use 
of Drugs 
108 

5 
Ethnomedicine: 
Religion and 
Healing 

134 

6 
Witchcraft, Sorcery, 
and Other Forces 
of Evil 

186 

Victor W. Turner • Religious Specialists 

C. Von Furer-Haimendorf • Priests 

William Howells • The Shaman: A Siberian Spiritualist 

Michael Fobes Brown • Dark Side of the Shaman 

John R. Hall • Apoealypse at Jonestown 

Francis Huxley • Drugs 

Peter T. Furst and Michael D. Coe • Ritual Enemas 

Michael Harner • The Sound of Rushing Water 

Robert S. de Ropp • Psyehedelie Drugs and 
Religious Experienee 

Arthur C. Lehmann• Eyes of the Ngangas: 
Ethnomedicine and Power in 
Central Afriean Republie 

Ari Kiev • The Psyehotherapeutie Aspeets of 
Primitive Medicine 

Robert Bergman • A Sehool for Medicine Men 

Robert B. Edgerton • A Traditional Afriean Psyehiatrist 

Claude Levi-Strauss • The Soreerer and His Magie 

Wayland D. Hand• Folk Medieal Magie and 
Symbolism in the West 

Jeffrey Burton Russell • Witchcraft 

Phillips Stevens, Jr. • Some lmplieations of 
Urban Witchcraft Beliefs 

Harry D. Eastwell • Voodoo Death and the Meehanism 
for Dispateh of the Dying in East Arnhem, Australia 

71 

79 

84 

92 

96 

111 

117 

122 

128 

138 

147 

153 

158 

169 

179 

190 

200 

209 

1. M. Lewis • The Cannibal's Cauldron 218 

Helmut Schoeck • The Evil Eye: Forms and Dynamies 
of a Universal Superstition 226 

Edward J. Moody • Urban Witehes 231 



7 
Demons, Exorcism, 
Divination, 
and Magie 
238 

8 
Ghosts, Souls, 
and Ancestors: 
Power of the Dead 
283 

9 
Old and New Religions: 
The Search for 
Salvation 
328 

CONTENTS xxi 

June Nash • Devils, Witches, and Sudden Death 

E. Mansell Pattison • Psychosocial Interpretations 
of Exorcism 

Lucy Mair • Divination 

Bronislaw Malinowski • Rational Mastery by Man 
of His Surroundings 

George Gmelch • Baseball Magie 

Stanley A. Freed and Ruth S. Freed • Taraka's Ghost 

Shirley Lindenbaum• Sorcerers, Ghosts, and 
Polluting Women: An Analysis of 
Religious Belief and Population Control 

William E. Mitchell • A New Weapon 
Stirs Up Old Ghosts 

Paul Barber • The Real Vampire 

242 

248 

262 

270 

276 

287 

292 

301 

307 

Karen McCarthy Brown • Voodoo 313 

Gino Dei Guercio • The Secrets of Haiti's Living Dead 319 

Peter A. Metcalf • Death Be Not Strange 324 

Anthony F. C. Wallace • Revitalization Movements 

Peter M. Worsley • Cargo Cults 

Mary Lee Daugherty • Serpent-Handling as Sacrament 

Berkeley Rice • Honor Thy Father Moon 

James E. Myers • Rajneeshpuram: The Boom and Bust 

332 

338 

343 

349 

of a Buddhafield 358 



xii CONTENTS 

10 
The Occult: Paths 
to the Unknown 
368 

Glossary 414 

Bibliography 418 
Index 451 

Carl Sagan • The Burden of Skepticism 

Barry Singer and Victor A. Benassi • Occult Beliefs 

John Fritscher • Straight from the Witch's Mouth 

Marcello Truzzi • The Occult Revival as Popular Culture: 
Some Observations on the Old and 
the Nouveau Witch 

Otto Friedrich • New Age Harmonies 

371 

377 

387 

397 

406 


