
INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

ETHNIC CONFLICTS 

SOURCES - TYPES - RESOL VING 

ABSTRACTS OF THE 
PAPERS PRESENTED AT THE CONFERENCE 

ORGANISED IN WARSAW ON 5-7 DECEMBER 1994 
BY THE ETHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

OF THE INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 

POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

WARSAW 1996 



CONTENTS 

Introductory notes - Slawoj Szynkiewicz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Part I 

Cathegories and Meanings 

Slawoj Szynkiewicz - Conflicts over Identity. Identities in Conflict . . 13 
Janusz Mucha - Ethnic Conflict as a Type of Social Conflict . . . . . . . 14 
Aleksander Posern-Zielinski - Ethnic Conflict in Immigration 

Context. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Janusz Gockowski - Characterization of Ethnic Conflicts versus the 

Ethos of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Katarzyna K an i o w s k a - Linguistic and Ethical Aspects in the 

Description of Ethnic Conflicts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Zofia Sokolewicz - War, Conflict and Anthropological Categories . . .. 18 
Wojciech Olszewski - Conflicts and the Essence of Culture in Poland 

between the Wars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
Zbigniew Jas i e w i c z - Ethnic Conflicts versus Ethnic Sympathies and 

Alliances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Piotr Kraszewski, Krzysztof Wawruch - Ethnic Conflict in the 

Work of the Ethnic Studies Section of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
in Poznan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Part II 

State and Law 

Dorota Simonides - The European Standards Concerning Ethnic 
Minorities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Janusz Mieczkowski - Protection of Ethnic and National Minorities 
and the Problem of Ethnic Conflict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Marian Szczepaniak - The Hungarian Policy Towards Ethnic 
Minorities and its Influence on the Status of Hungarian Minorities 
in the Neighbour Countries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Part m 
Borderlands and Beyond 

Michal Kulecki - Were the Wars between Poland and Muscovy in 
the 17th Century Ethnic Conflicts? .................. .. .. 29 



Hanna Dy 1 a g o w a - The Union of Brzesc as a Source of Religious, 
Ethnic and Political Conflicts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Janina Fras - The Problem of Language in the Polish-Ukrainian Conflict 
in Galicia in the Years 1818-1875 . ..... .. ...... ... . ..... 31 

Henryk Stronski - Conflicts in the Polish-Ukrainian Borderland in 
the 20th Century . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Irena Bukowska-Florenska - ,,Ours" and „Aliens": An Aspect of 
the Ethnic Conflict in Upper Silesia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Marian Grzegorz Gedieh - What Does it Mean „To Be an Upper 
Silesian"? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

J6zef Borzyszkowski, Cezary Obracht-Prcadzynski - The Role 
of the Historical and Cultural Background. Ethnic Conflicts in 
Borderland_s (Exemplified by the Case of Pomerania) . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Andrzej Sadowski - Ethnic Conflicts in the Polish-Belorussian 
Borderland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Robert Wyszynski - The Role of Ethnic Identity in the Conflict 
Concerning the Liturgical Language of the Roman-Catholic Church 
in Belorussia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Iwona Kabzinska-Stawarz - Some Remarks on the Myth of Slavic 
Unity ........................................ 38 

Halina Ru sek - The Socio-Cultural Background of Conflicts at the 
Polish-Czech Border . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Lidia Bartkowiak-Rachny - Polish Imigrants in Germany and the 
Problem of Ethnic Conflict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Part IV 

Other Countries, Other Problems 

Andrzej Lazari - Eurasianism: A Conflict-Inducing ldeology ........ 43 
Teresa Walendziak - The Ethnic Aspect of Social Conflicts in Mexico ... 44 
Michael Ab da 11 a - Between the Devil and the Deep Sea: The Assyrians 

in Tur Abdin in Confrontation with the Turks and Kurds . . . . . . . 45 
Przemyslaw Urban c z y k - The Saami and the Norwegians: Neighbours 

for 2000 Years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Malgorzata Pie t ras i a k - Ethnic and Religious Minorities in Vietnam . . . 48 
Arkadiusz Zukowski - The Genesis of Racial and Ethnic Conflicts in 

South Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 
Urszula Kaczmarek - Polish Women in Bulgaria. A Confrontation 

of Cultural Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 


