
A u t o e t h n o g r a p h y  a s  a  L i g h t h o u s e :  

I l l u m i n a t i n g  R a c e ,  R e s e a r c h ,  a n d  

t h e  P o l i t i c s  o f  S c h o o l i n g

E d ited  b y

S t e p h e n  D . H a n c o c k  
A y a n a  A l le n  

C h a n c e  W . L e w is

= I A P

INFORMATION AGE PUBLISHING, INC. 
Charlotte, NC • www.infoagepub.com

http://www.infoagepub.com


CONTENTS

P A R T  I

ILLUMINATING RACIALIZED INQUIRY THROUGH 
AUTOETHNOGRAPHY

Introduction. Common Threads: Culturalized Patterns and 
Conceptual Understandings of Race, Research, and the 
Politics of Schooling............................................................................. 3
Stephen D. Hancock and Ay ana Allen

1. Your Inquiry Is Not Like Mine: Structuring a Critical 
Constructivist Approach to Autoethnographic Inquiry..................11
Stephen D. Hancock

2. Going Native/Being Native: The Promise of Critical 
Co-Constructed Autoethnography for Checking “Race,”
Class, and Gender In /O ut of the “Field” ........................................25

Sherick Hughes and Kate Willink
3. Autoethnography as Counternarrative: Confronting Myths in

the Academy—An African American Female Perspective............. 47
Lisa R. Merriweather



vi • CONTENTS

P A R T  I I

VOICING OF THE SILENCED THROUGH AUTOETHNOGRAPHY

4. From Being Considered At-Risk to Becoming Resilient: An 
Autoethnography of an Immigrant Child Finding Her Voice
in Becoming a U.S. Citizen................................................................69

Rosalinda Mercado-Garza
5. Race, Gender, and Single Parenting: Dismantling the 

“Invisible” Myth Around Intellectual Black Female Scholars......83
Andrea L. Tyler and Lameesa Muhammad

6. Fragmented but Unbroken: Forming a Black White Biracial 
Identity in the South......................................................................... 103
Anthony Ash

P A R T  I I I

INVESTIGATING IDENTITIES IN SCHOOLS THROUGH 
AUTOETHNOGRAPHIC LENSES

7. Black-Self/White-Context: An Autoethnography of Hurt,
Hope, and Heroism in Predominantly White Schools..................129
Ayana Allen

8. Black Women Professors’ Evolving Teacher Identities:
Reconciling Past, Present, and Future...........................................141
Tambra O. Jackson and Michelle L. Bryan

9. Stimulating Conversions: Critical Teaching, Changing 
Paradigms, and the Politics of Schooling in an Urban 
Elementary Context...........................................................................161
Stephen D. Hancock

10. The Implications of Autoethnographic Research for Access
to Equity and Achievement...............................................................177

Ayana Allen, Stephen D. Hancock, and Chance W. Lewis
Author Biographies............................................................................183


