
Anthropological Ethics 
in Context
AN ONGOING DIALOGUE

EDITED BY

Dena Plemmons 

and Alex W. Barker

Sondersammelgebiet
Volks- & Völkerkunde
in Zusammenarbeit mit der DFG

Walnut Creek, California



CONTENTS

Preface \ 7

CHAPTER ONE | 9 

Introduction: Ethics, Work, and Life— 
Individual Struggles and Professional "Comfort Zones" 

in Anthropology

Virginia R. Dominguez

CHAPTER TWO | 23 

A Short History of American Anthropological Ethics, 
Codes, Principles, and Responsibilities— 

Professional and Otherwise

David H. Price

CHAPTER THREE | 39 

Background and Context to the Current Revisions

Dena Plemmons and Alex W. Barker

CHAPTER FOUR | 75 

Do No Harm

Katherine C. MacKinnon

CHAPTER FIVE | 91 

Be Open and Honest Regarding Your Work

David H. Price

CHAPTER SIX | 107 

Make Your Results Accessible

Alex W. Barker



6 Anthropological Ethics in Context

CHAPTER SEVEN | 119 

Obtain Informed Consent and Necessary Permissions

Robert Albro and Dena Plemmons

CHAPTER EIGHT | 145 
Weigh Competing Ethical Obligations to 

Collaborators and Affected Parties

Nathaniel Tashima and Cathleen Crain

CHAPTER NINE | 167 

Protect and Preserve Your Records

Alex W. Barker

CHAPTER TEN | 183 

Maintain Respectful and Ethical 
Professional Relationships

Dena Plemmons

CHAPTER ELEVEN | 207 

What's Different?

Alex W. Barker and Dena Plemmons

CHAPTER TWELVE | 213 

On Professional Diversity and 
the Future of Anthropology

Laura A. McNamara

AFTERWORD | 231 

Ethics as Institutional Process

Monica Heller

Index | 237 

About the Editors and Contributors |245


