
SOUNDING CITIES
Auditory Transformations 

in Berlin, Chicago, and Kolkata

edited by

Sebastian Klotz, Philip V. Bohlman, 
Lars-Christian Koch

LIT



C o n ten ts

List of Figures vii
Acknowledgments xi
Welcome from the Goethe Institute xv
Preface xvii

Introduction: Music and Urban Transformation 1
Sebastian Klotz
Photo Essay: The MG Road Wedding Bands—Puja, Paradox, and 
Passage on a Kolkata Street 13
Abhishek Adhikary and Philip V. Bohlman

I The Musical Metropolis
1 Contemplating Urban Culture in Ethnomusicology:

A Personal Perspective 29
Bruno Nettl

2 The Culture of the Metropolis 35
Rolf Lindner

3 “Thank You for Listening Kindly”: Musical Agency in
Trans-Metropolitan Spaces 47
Sebastian Klotz

II Topographies of the Neighborhood
4 The Rise and Fall of Bar25: An Excursion into Berlin’s

Techno Scene 79
Sonja Rippert



5 Metal Pally: An Informal Inquiry into the Unique Heavy Metal
Music Scene of Kolkata 89
Patrick Sanjiv Lal Ghose

III Interventions and the Experience of Urban Space
6 Kolkata Monodosis: Five Takes on Urban Intervention Research 107

Christopher Dell
7 Parallel Cities in Your Ears: Transformations of Urban Experience

in Sound Walks 123
Patrick Primavesi

IV Trajectories beyond the Global City
8 Dynamic Diasporas: “The Song of Zion” in South Asia 155

Philip V. Bohlman
9 String Instruments as Urban Icons and Rural Products 179

Lars-Christian Koch
10 Performing Assam in Urban Spaces: Bihu on the City Stage  203

Rehanna Kheshgi
11 Making Hindustani Music Work: Avenues of Friction and

Empathetic Musicality 217
Kaley Mason

Photo Essay: Soundscapes and Streetscapes—
Devon Avenue, Chicago 243
Philip V. Bohlman and Lars-Christian Koch

Afterword: The Study of Urban Music from
Trans-Cultural Perspective 255
Sebastian Klotz

Contributors 271
Index 275


