Cultural Constructions
of Identity

Meta-Ethnography and Theory

EDITED BY

LUIS URRIETA, JR.
AND

GEORGE W. NOBLIT

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



CONTENTS

Preface vii
Acknowledgments ix
Contributors xi
About the Editors xiii

1. Cultural Identity Theory and Education: What We Have Learned About Selves
and Others 1
Luis Urrieta, Jr.

2. Meta-Ethnography: Adaptation and Return 34
George W. Noblit

3. Meta-Ethnography: An Exploratory Inquiry into Black Racial Identity Theory
and Qualitative Research 51
Charles Price and Orisanmi Burton

4. Multiracial Youth ldentity Meta-Ethnography: Moving from Themes of
Fluidity, Exclusion, and Space to Uncovering Paradigmatic Impact and the
Dangers of Whiteblindness 74
Silvia C. Bettez, Aurora Chang, and Kathleen E. Edwards

5. Beyond Survival: A Portrait of Latin@ Identity in North Carolina 101
Tommy Ender and Esmeralda Rodriguez

6. Spaces in Between: A Meta-Ethnography of Racialized Southeast Asian
American Youth Identities 122
Lan Quach Kolano, Cherese Childers-McKee, and Elena King

7. Tools of Navigation: A Meta-Ethnography of Latina Students, Gender,
and Sexuality 150
Hillary Parkhouse and Summer Melody Pennell

8. How “Identity Play” Protects White Privilege: A Meta-Ethnographic
Methodological Test 177
Alison LaGarry and Timothy Conder

9. Native Youth Navigating Identity Through Colonization, Culture, and
Community: A Meta-Ethnography 207
Karla Martin and Leslie Locklear



Vi Contents

10. The Denial of Competence: Race, Class, and Gender in the Construction of
Smartness and ldentity 226
Beth Hatt

11. Theorizing Identity from Qualitative Synthesis:
Implications and Conclusions 246
Luis Urrieta, Jr. and George W. Noblit

Index 269



