Feminist Interrogations of

Women’s Head Hair
Crown of Glory and Shame

Edited by Sigal Barak-Brandes
and Amit Kama

Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

List of contributors Vi

Introduction: Why hair? Why women? 1
AMIT KAVA AND SIGAL BARAK-BRANDES

PARTI
Agency and resistance reified by women’s hair 21
1 Fiery gingers: red-headed girls in children’s popular culture 23

DARNA LEMISH DIANA ALOEGEL, AND MICHAL LENTZ

2 Hair rites and wrongs: tonsorial acts in the work of female artists 39
SHIR ALONI YAARI

3 Samson the Hero in the new millennium: hair donation,

altruism, and feminine bravery 54
SIGAL BARAK-BRANDES
4 Hair as an indicator of liberation: leshian biographical paths 69

SCPHIE DEVINEAU AND CELIA LAPLACE

5 *“It won't go straight”: curly-haired women teil their stories 81
SHANI OKAVI-PARTUSH AMIT KAVIA| AND SIGAL BARAK-BRANDES

PART II
Women’s hair as a marker of identity 95

6 Ages and stages: African American women and their lives
through their hair 97
ASHLEY R GARRIN AND SARA B MARCKETTI



vi Contents

7 Hair and the “body-self” of women with body image
despair and eating disorders
MARGO MAINE

8 Women’s grey hair as an abomination of the body: conceal
and pass, or reveal and subvert
VANESSA CECIL, LOUISE F PENDRY, JESSICA SALVATORE,
AND TIM KURZ

9 Women’s grey hair in online discussions
LIA FRIESEM

PART Il
Women’s hair in a consumerist age

10 Impact of Black women’s hair politics on bodily health:
a historical essay
MELODIE DAVIS-BUNDRAGE, KATALIN MEDVEDEV,
AND PATRICIA HUNT-HURST

11 Creative consumption of modesty: the wig in aJewish
Israeli ultra-Orthodox community
RAKEFET ERLICH RON

12 Imagery of hair and identity in aloum covers: Beyoncé,
Bjork, Madonna, and PJ Harvey
OZGUR CALISKAN

Index

111

124

141

157

159

176

191

204



