
Sensual Religion
Religion and the Five Senses

Edited by 
Graham Harvey and Jessica Hughes

eQuinox
SHEFFIELD uk BRISTOL ct



Contents

Series Foreword vii
Graham Harvey

List of Figures x

Introduction 1
Graham Harvey

Section One: Smell

1 A Pleasing Odour for Yahweh: The Smell of Sacrifices on
Mount Gerizim and in the Hebrew Bible 19
Anne Katrine de Hemmer Gudme

2 Wafting Incense and Heavenly Foods: The Importance of
Smell in Chinese Religion 37
Shawn Arthur

Section Two: Taste

3 The Taste of Religion in the Roman World 63
Zena Kamash

4 Candomblé’s Eating Myths: Religion Stated in Food Language 84 
Patricia Rodrigues de Souza



vi Sensual Religion

Section Three: Sight

5 Sight and the Byzantine Icon 109
Angeliki Lymberopoulou

6 ‘Seeing’ My Beloved: Darśan and the Sikhi Perspective  131
Opinderjit Kaur Takhar

Section Four: Hearing

7 Resounding Mysteries: Sound and Silence in the Eleusinian
Soundscape 149
Georgia Petridou

8 North American Indigenous Song, the Sacred and the Senses  170
Byron Dueck

Section Five: Touch

9 The Texture of the Gift: Religious Touching in the
Greco-Roman World 191
Jessica Hughes

10 Touching, Crafting, Knowing: Religious Artefacts and the
Fetish within Animism 215
Amy Whitehead

Index 237


