
Sex

Ethnographic Encounters

Edited by
Richard Joseph Martin and Dieter Haller

B L O O M S ß U R Y  A C A D E M I C
L O N D O N  • N E W  Y O R K  • O X F O R D  • N E W  D E L H I  • S Y D N E Y



Contents

List of Contributors vii
Acknowledgments xi
Preface John Borneman xii
Introduction Dieter Haller and Richard Joseph Martin xiv

Part One Institutions

1 Towards an Intimately “Impure” Ethnography: Considering the
Limits of Non-Participant Observation  Timothy M. Hall 3

2 When Bodies Talk: Indulging Ethnography  Sebastian Mohr 15

3 “She Goes with the Refugees”: Desire and Power Amid the Politics
of Asylum in Greece  Heath Cabot 27

Part Two Interpellation

4 A Camel Walks into a Brothel: Passing Anxieties in the Sexual
Economies of Brazil  Gregory Mitchell 47

5 The Anthropologist’s New Clothes: Ethnographic Exposure and
BDSM  Richard Joseph Martin 59

6 Dating a Gypsy Punk Musician: Cultural Appropriation and Ethnographic 
Fieldwork Among Brazilian Romanies   Diana Budur 73

Part Three Intimacies

7 In Bed with My Informant (and Her Lover/s): Navigating Intimacy
and Ethics in Singapore   Adlina Maulod 87

8 All Acts of Love and Pleasure are My Rituals: Fieldwork and Erotic 
Subjectivity in an American NeoPagan Community   Susan Harper 101

9 Invulnerable Men and Dangerous Women: Encountering HIV
Risk Perception in Urban South Africa  Hans Reihling 115



vi Contents

10 Public Vegetarianism and Public Menstruation: Staging Chastity
Among Jains in Gujarat  Andrea Luithle-Hardenberg 127

Part Four Incommensurabilities

11 The Naked Fear: Desire and Identity in Morocco  Dieter Haller 145

12 Faux Amis: On the Morals of Not Being Gay in Istanbul  Samuel Williams 157

13 Im/possibilities in the Field: Lessons from Jerusalem  Robert Phillips 169

14 Guide to Further Reading  William L. Leap 179

Notes 183
References 189
Index 201


