
THE ROUTLEDGE COMPANION 
TO THE FRANKFURT SCHOOL

Edited by 
Peter E. Gordon 
Espen Hammer 
Axel Honneth

NEW YORK AND LONDON

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group



CONTENTS

List of Contributors ix
Editor’s Introduction xiv

PART I
Basic Concepts 1

1  The Idea of Instrumental Reason 3
J.M. BE R N ST E IN

2  The Idea of the Culture Industry 19
J U L IA N E  R E B E N T I S C H  A N D  FELIX T R A U T M A N N

3  Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory 32 
JOEL W H ITEBOOK

4  The Philosophy of History 48 
M A RT IN  S H U S T E R

5  Discourse Ethics 65
MAEVE C O O K E

6  The Theory of Recognition in the Frankfurt School 82 
TIMO J Ü T T E N

7  History as Critique: Walter Benjamin 95
ELI FR IE DLANDER

8  Topographies of Culture: Siegfried Kracauer 107
A N D R E A S  H U Y SSE N

9   History and Transcendence in Adomo’s Idea of Truth 121 
LAM BERT ZUIDERVAART



CONTENTS

PART II
Historical Themes 135

10   Ungrounded: Horkheimer and the Founding of the Frankfurt School 137
M A R T IN  JAY

11   Revisiting Max Horkheimer’s Early Critical Theory 152
JO H N  ABR O M E IT

12   The Frankfurt School and the Assessment of Nazism 163
UDI G RE E N BE R G

13  The Frankfurt School and Antisemitism 178
J A C K  J A C O B S

14   The Frankfurt School and the Experience of Exile 193
T H O M A S  W H E A T L A N D

15   Critical Theory and the Unfinished Project of Mediating
Theory and Practice 206
ROBIN C E L IK A T E S

16  The Frankfurt School and the West German Student Movement 221
H A N S  K U N D N A N I

PART III
Affinities and Contestations 235

17   Lukács and the Frankfurt School 237
T I T U S  S T A H L

18   Nietzsche and the Frankfurt School 251
DAVID OWEN

19  Weber and the Frankfurt School 266
D A N A  VILLA

20   Heidegger and the Frankfurt School 282
C R I S T I N A  L A F O N T

21   Arendt and the Frankfurt School 295
SE Y LA  BE N H A B IB  A N D  C L A R A  PICKER

22   Marcuse and the Problem of Repression 311
B R IA N  O ’C O N N O R

23   Critical Theory and Poststructuralism 323
M A R T IN  S A A R

vi



CONTENTS

24   Habermas and Ordinary Language Philosophy 336
ESPEN HAM M ER

PART IV
Specifications 349

25   The Place of Mimesis in The Dialectic of Enlightenment 351 
OWEN H U L A T T

26   Adorno and Literature 365
IAIN M A C D O N A L D

27   Adorno, Music, and Philosophy 380
M AX PADDISON

28   Schelling and the Frankfurt School 394
PETER DEWS

29   Critical Theory and Social Pathology 410
FABIAN FR EYENH AGEN

30   The Seif and Individual Autonomy in the Frankfurt School 424
K E N N E T H  BAYNES

31  The Habermas-Rawls Debate 439
JA M E S G O R D O N  FINLAYSON

PART V
Prospects 455

32   Idealism, Realism, and Critical Theory 457 
FRED RUSH

33   Critical Theory and the Environment 471
A R N E  JO H A N  V E T LE SE N

34   Critical Theory and the Law 486 
WILLIAM E. S C H E U E R M A N

35  Critical Theory and Postcolonialism 500 
JA M E S D. I N G R A M

36  Critical Theory and Religion 514 
PETER E. G O R D O N

37   Critical Theory and Feminism 528
AMY ALLEN

vii



CONTENTS

38   Critique, Crisis, and the Elusive Tribunal 542
JU D I T H  BU T LE R

39   Critique and Communication: Philosophy’s Missions: A conversation
with Jürgen Habermas 554
INTERVIEWED BY M I C H A ËL FOESSEL

Index 563

viii


