
Crusading and Masculinities

Edited by
Natasha R. Hodgson, 
Katherine J. Lewis and 
Matthew M. Mesley

LONDON AND NEW YORK

R o u t l e d g e
Taylor &, Francis Group



Contents

Acknowledgements viii
Contributors’ biographies ix

Crusading and masculinities: introduction 1
NATASHA R. HODGSON, KATHERINE J. LEWIS, AND 
MATTHEW M. MESLEY

Sources and models 19

1    Propaganda and masculinity: gendering the crusades in 
thirteenth-century sermons 21
CHRISTOPH T. MAIER

2    The valiant man and the vilain in the tradition of the Gesta 
Francorum: overeating, taunts, and Bohemond’s heroic Status 36
SIMON THOMAS PARSONS

3    Al-Afḍ al b. Badr al-Jamālī , the vizierate and the Fatimid 
response to the First Crusade: masculinity in
historical memory 53
MATHEW BARBER

4    The adolescent and the crusader: journey and rebirth on the
path to manhood in the thirteenth Century 72
ANNE-LYDIE DUBOIS

Contrasting masculinities 87

5    Masculine attributes of the other: the shared knightly model 89
YVONNE FRIEDMAN



vi Contents

6    The true gentleman? Correct behaviour towards women 
according to Christian and Muslim writers: from the Third 
Crusade to Sultan Baybars 100
HELEN J. NICHOLSON

7  Contrasting masculinities in the Baltic crusades: Teutonic 
  Knights and secular crusaders at war and peace in late
  Medieval Prussia 113
   ALAN V. MURRAY

8 The presentation of crusader masculinities in Old Norse sagas 129
  JAMES DOHERTY

Emasculation and transgression 147

9    Crusader masculinities in bodily crises: incapacity and the 
crusader leader, 1095-1274 149
JOANNA PHILLIPS

10    Emasculating the enemy: Wicher the Swabian’s light with
the Saracen giant 165
SUSAN B. EDGINGTON

11    Fighting women in the crusading period through Muslim
eyes: transgressing expectations and facing realities? 183
NIALL CHRISTIE

Masculinity and religiosity 197

12    Leading the people “as duke, count, and father”: the 
masculinities of Abbot Martin o f Pairis in Gunther of Pairis’
Hystoria Constantinopolitana 199
NATASHA R. HODGSON

13    Martyrdom as masculinity in the Itinerarium
Peregrinorum et Gesta Regis Ricardi 222
BETH C. SPACEY

14    Mediterranean masculinities? Reflections of Muslim and 
Christian manliness: in medieval Iberian crusade and
 jih a d  narratives 237
LINDA G. JONES



Contents vii

15   A Jewish solution to the problem of excessive Christian
virility in the war against Spanish Islam 256
ERIKA TRITLE

Chivalry and kingship 273

16   Performing Plantagenet kingship: crusading and
masculinity in Matthew Paris’s Chronica Majora 275
MATTHEW M. MESLEY

17   Kingship on Crusade in the Chronicle and Poem of Alfonso
XI of Castile 296
DAVID CANTOR-ECHOLS

18    . . .  doo as this noble prynce Godeffroy of boloyne dyde:
chivalry, masculinity, and crusading in late medieval England  311
KATHERINE J. LEW IS

19   “Lest his men mutter against him”: Chivalry and
artifice in a Burgundian crusade chronicle 329
ROBERT B. DESJARDINS

Afterword 345
RUTH MAZO KARRAS

Index 356


