
THE POLITICS OF 
JOKING
Anthropological Engagements

Edited by Jana Kopelent Rehak and 
Susanna Trnka

FID SOZIAL- U N D
KULTURANTHROPOLOGIE
In Z u s a m m e n a r b e i t  mi t  d e r  DFG

Routledge
Taylor &. Francis Group 

LONDON AND NEW YORK



CONTENTS

List o f figures vii
List of contributors ix
Preface xiii
Acknowledgments xi'

Introduction 1
Jana Kopelmt Rehak

1 You’ve got to be joking: Asserting the analytical value of
humour and laughter in Contemporary anthropology 12
John Carty and Yasmine Musharbash

2 Disaster humor in an age of truth-bending politics 21
Noelle Molé Liston

3 “Joke” elections: Satirical activism and political opposition in
Lithuania’s electoral politics 37
Neringa Klumbytė

4 When the fearful becomes funny: Joke-work in the midst of
violence 52
Susanna Trnka

5 Humor against forgetting: Joking in the space of death 70
Jana Kopclent Rehak



vi Contents

6 Chisasibi Cree hunters and missionaries: Humor as evidence
of tension 85
Fikret Berkes

7 Mexican speech play: History and the psychological discourses
of power 96
José E. Limón

8 The flesh of joking relationships: A study of Quechua
sexual farce 109
Camille Riverti

9 Trickster in the mirror of play and  anthropological imagination 132
Václav Soukup

10 Trump’s two bodies: The trickster-wrestler as a political type 152
Morten Axel Pederscn

11 “An army of comedy”: Political jokes and tropic ambiguity in
the Trump era 168
Morten Nielsen

Afterword: Not all fun and games: The force of humor in
political life 179
Susanna Trnka

Index 187


