
Expressions of Religion
Ethnography, Performance and the Senses 

edited by

Eugenia Roussou, Clara Saraiva 
and István Povedák

Lit



Table of Contents

Introduction

Expressions of Religion:
Ethnography, Performance and the Senses 7
Eugenia Roussou, Clara Saraiva and István Povedák

Part I: Ethnography and the Senses

Sensing, Grasping, and Representing Spirits:
Anthropological Ruminations and Predicaments 17
Raquel Romberg

Transnational Capoeira Angola and its Religiosity:
An Ethnography about the Production of Afro-Brazilian
Religious Sensibility in Berlin, Germany 35
Celso de Brito

The “Commendation of Souls”:
Body and the Senses 59
Pedro Antunes

Sensing Monasticism:
Spiritualization in Religious Performances of Contemporary Hospitality 89 
Anna Clot Garrell



Part II: Visual Representations of Religion

Visionaries in Motion:
Pursuing Divine Apparitions through Landscape and Cyberspace 111
Attracta Brownlee

Miraculous Photography:
The Creation of Sacred Space through Visionary Technology 123
Daniel Wojcik

Paper Icons and Photographs of Saints:
A Question of Prayer in Orthodoxy 155
Irina Stahl

Part III: Ritual, Performance and the Past

The Staging and Structuring of Ceremonies in
a Malay Fishing Village 183
Anne Kathrine Larsen

“Questo non e uno spettacolo!”:
Poetics and Practices of Authenticity, Ritualization, and Tradition 
in Revitalized European Festivals 201
Alessandro Testa

The Turn to Ritual:
The Viennese Actionists’ Performative Violence 225
Karolina Lambrou

New National Mythologies:
Re-Paganization of Christian Symbolism
in Hungarian and Romanian Ethno-Pagan Culture 245
István Povedák and László Attila Hubbes

Notes on Contributors 291


