
Stefan Berger • Alexandra Przyrembel 
Editors

Moralizing Capitalism
Agents, Discourses and Practices of Capitalism 

and Anti-Capitalism in the Modern Age

palgrave
macmillan



Contents

1     Introduction: Moralizing Capitalism: Agents,
Discourses and Practices of Capitalism
and Anti-capitalism in the Modern Age 1
Stefan Berger and Alexandra Przyrembel

Part I History of Knowledge

2     Teaching Capitalism: The Popularization 
of Economic Knowledge in Britain
and Germany (1800-1850) 29
Sandra Maß

3     Moralizing Wealth: German Debates About
Capitalism and Jews in the Early Twentieth Century  59
Alexandra Przyrembel

4     The Moral Foundation of Modern Capitalism:
Towards a Historical Reconsideration
of Max Weber’s ‘Protestant Ethic’ 79
Thomas Sokoll

xiii



xiv   CONTENTS

Part II  Capitalism and the Political

5      ‘We Only Want to Pay What Is Fair’: Capital,
Morals, and Taxes in Canada 1867-1917 111
Elsbeth Heaman

6     Humanizing Capitalism: The Educational Mission 
of the Ford Foundation in West Germany
and the United States (1945-1960) 135
Wim de Jong

7   ‘Corporate Citizens’ at the United Nations:
The 1973 GEP Hearings and the New Spirit
of Multinational Business 159
Christian Olaf Christiansen

Part III  Ethics and Merchants

8   Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: Commercial Honour 
at the New York Stock Exchange During
the Progressive Era 187
Boris Gehlen

9  Bankruptcy and Morality in a Capitalist Market 
Economy: The Case of Mid-Nineteenth-Century
France 205
Jürgen Finger

Part IV  Social Movements and Moral Concerns

10 US Catholicism and Economic Justice: 1919-1929 233
Giulia D’Alessio



CONTENTS XV

11   The Discourse Against ‘Shameful Profiteering’ 
in Greece 1914-1925: Notions of Exploitation,
Anticapitalist Morality and the Concept
of Moral Economy 251
Nikos Potamianos

12   Dilemmas of Moral Markets: Conflicting Narratives
in the West German Fair Trade Movement 267
Benjamin Möckel

13   Economic Boom, Workers’ Literature, and Morality
in the West Germany of the 1960s and Early 1970s 293
Sibylle Marti

Index 315


