
Sign Language and 
Language Acquisition 
in Man and Ape
New Dimensions in 
Comparative Pedolinguistics

Edited by Fred C. C. Peng

LONDON AND NEW YORK

AAAS Selected Symposium 16

FID SOZIAL- UND
KULTURANTHHOPOLOGIE 
in Zusammenarbeit mit der DFG

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group



Contents

List of Figures xi
List of Tables xv
Foreword xvii
About the Editor and Authors xix
Acknowledgements xxiii
Introduction—  Fred C. C. Peng 1
1 Sign Language and Culture-- Fred C. C. Peng 9

Introduction 9
Historical Account of Language 

and Culture 9
Some Erroneous Views About

Sign Language 15
Characteristics of Sign Lan­

guage 18
Simultaneity}19; Reveraibility,
21; Directionality, 22; Place 
Names, 23; Sign Symbolism, 26;
Reduplication and Repetition, 27 

The Deaf Community in Japan 28
Conclusions 33
Notes 36
References Cited 41

2 Code and Culture --Nancy Frishberg 45
Language Universals and

Phonology 46

v i i



Language Structure and Sign
Language Semantics 53

Metaphor: Cultural or Lin-
guistic 60

Writing or Other Visual-Graphic 
Influence on Sign Languages 68

Conclusions 78
Notes 79
References Cited 83

3 The American Sign Language Lexicon and
Guidelines for the Standardization 
and Development of Technical Signs--
Frank Caccamise, Richard Blasdell and Charles 
Bradley 87
Abstract 87
Introduction 87
Rationale for Technical Sign 
 Standardization and Develop­
ment 88

Tentative Guidelines for
Standardization and Develop­
ment of Technical Signs 89

Accounting for Guidelines 94
Some Preliminary Final Thoughts 96 
Summary 98
Notes 99
References Cited 99

4 Language Acquisition in Apes and Children
--Lyn W. Miles 103
Sign Language Acquisition 105
Sign Performance 106
Mean Length of Utterance 108
Grammar 109
Semantic Relations 110
Communicative Competence 111
Discussion 113
References Cited 116

5 Sign Language in Chimpanzees: Implications
of the Visual Mode and the Comparative 
Ap p ro a c h  - -  Roger S. Fouts 121

6 Language Skills, Cognition, and the
C h im p an zee --Duane M. Rumbaugh. E. Sue Savage- 
Rmbaugh and Timothy V. Gill 137
Effects of Gesturing 144

v i i i  Table o f Contents



References Cited 156
7 Linguistic Capabilities of a Lowland

Gorilla -- Francine Patterson 161
8 Linguistic Potentials of Nonhuman Primates

- -  Fred C. C. Peng 203
Comments and Remarks -- Gordon W. Hewes 225

Table o f Contents ix


