
Reciprocity Rules
Friendship and Compensation 

in Fieldwork Encounters

Edited by 
Michelle C. Johnson 

Edmund (Ned) Searles

FID SOZIAL- UND
KU LTURANTHROPOLOGIE
in Zusammenarbeit mit der DFG

LEXINGTON BOOKS 

Lanham • Boulder • New York • London



Contents

List of Figures ix

Introduction xi
Michelle C. Johnson and Edmund (Ned) Searles

1    Brother to a Scorpion: Making Anthropological Obligations
Visible in Urban Nicaragua 1
Josh Fisher

2    Predestined Help: Cosmology and Constraint in Transnational 
Fieldwork 19 
Michelle C. Johnson

3    Existential Debt: How Race and History Complicate the
Legibility of the Gift 39
Carolyn M. Rouse

4    Reflections on a Community of the Heart: The Ethnographer
and the People of Juchitán, Oaxaca 57
Anya Peterson Royce

5    Cigarettes, Cash, or Spare Parts: Compensation and
Reciprocity in Arctic Research 79
Edmund (Ned) Searles

6     Conversations and Critiques on Creating an Anthropological 
“Family” 99 
Chelsea Wentworth and Julie Kalsrap

vii



viii Contents

Afterword: Concluding Thoughts on Fieldwork and Friendwork 123
Alma Gottlieb

Works Cited 133

Index 149

About the Editors and Contributors 163


