
RESEARCH IN THE SOCIOLOGY OF 
ORGANIZATIONS VOLUME 71

ON PRACTICE AND 
INSTITUTION: NEW 

EMPIRICAL DIRECTIONS
EDITED BY

MICHAEL LOUNSBURY
University o f  Alberta, Canada

DEBORAH A. ANDERSON
University o f  Oxford, United Kingdom  

AND

PAUL SPEE
University o f  Queensland, Australia

United Kingdom -  North America -  Japan 
India -  Malaysia -  China

emerald
PUBLISHING



CONTENTS

List o f Contributors vii

Research in the Sociology o f Organizations Advisory Board ix

Foreword: Research in the Sociology o f Organizations xi

On Practice and Institution
Michael Lounsbury, Deborah A. Anderson and Paul Spee 1

Can Small Variations Accumulate into Big Changes?
Brian T. Pentland, Peng Liu, Waldemar Kremser and
Thorvald Hærem 29

Putting Things in Place: Institutional Objects and Institutional
Logics
Roger Friedland and Diane-Laure Arjalies 45

You’re Grounded!: Toward a Theory of Enactive Legitimation, 
Materiality and Practice
Davide Nicolini, Juliane Reinecke and Muhammad
Aneeq Ismail 87

Field-level Evaluation Practices and Practice Experimentation:
Social Impact Bonds and Market Logic Encroachment in the 
Field of Social Integration
Henri Schildt, Farah Kodeih and Hani Tarabichi 117

Mystery-Driven Institutionalism: The Jesuit
Spiritual Exercises as a Book of Practices Leading Nowhere
Jose Bento da Silva and Paolo Quattrone 145

Cultural Encounters: A Practice-Driven
Institutional Approach to the Study of Organizational Culture
Milo Shaoqing Wang and Michael Lounsbury 165

V



vi CONTENTS

The Missing Link: Communities of Practice as Bridges Between 
Institutional Entrepreneurs and Frontline Practitioners in 
Institutionalizing a Divergent Practice
Arthur Gautier, Anne-Claire Pache, Imran Chowdhury and
Marion Ligonie 199

Index 231


