
Handbook of 
Autoethnography
SECOND EDITION

Edited by Tony E. Adams, Stacy Holman Jones 
and Carolyn Ellis

NEW YORK AND LONDON

Routledge
Taylor &. Francis Group



Contents

Acknow ledgm ents    ix 
Editor Biographies    x i 
Contributor Biographies    xiii 
Preface xxi 
Carolyn Ellis

Introduction—Making 
Sense and Taking 
Action: Creating a  
Caring Community of 
Autoethnographers    1
Tony E. Adams, Stacy Holman Jones, 
and Carolyn Ellis

Section 1 Doing
Autoethnography    21

Section Introduction: Doing 
Autoethnography    23
Pat Sikes

1.  Meditations on the Story
I Cannot Write: Reflexivity, 
Autoethnography, and 
the Possibilities of 
Maybe    29
Keith Berry

2. Sketching Subjectivities    41
Susanne Gannon

3.   Individual and 
Collaborative 
Autoethnography 
for Social Science 
Research    53
Heewon Chang

4. Autoethnography as Acts 
of Love    67
Andrew F. Herrmann

5. Frank and the Gift, or the 
Untold Told: Provocations 
for Autoethnography and 
Therapy    79
Jonathan Wyatt

6.   Border Smugglers: 
Betweener Bodies 
Making Knowledge and 
Expanding the Circle of 
Us    89
Claudio Moreira and Marcelo Diversi

7    Self and Others: Ethics 
in Autoethnographic 
Research    101
Jillian A. Tullis

v



v i  •     CONTENTS

Section 2  Representing
Autoethnography    1 1 5

Section Introduction: 
Nepantleric Traveling: 
Writing and Reading 
Autoethnographies as a 
Mode of Inquiry    117
Kakati Bhattacharya

8. Writing Autoethnography: 
The Personal, Poetic, 
and Performative
as Compositional 
Strategies    121
Ronald J. Pelias

9.   Artistic Autoethnography: 
Exploring the Interface 
Between Autoethnography 
and Artistic Research    133
Brydie-Leigh Bartleet

10.   How Intersectional 
Autoethnography Saved 
My Life: A Plea for 
Intersectional Inquiry    147
Amber Johnson

11.   Collaborative 
Autoethnography: From 
Rhythm and Harmony to 
Shared Stories and 
Truths    155
David Carless and Kitrina Douglas

12.   The Matter of Performative 
Autoethnography 167
Tami Spry

13.   Exo-Autoethnography as 
Method for Research on 
Intergenerational Trauma 
Transmission    179
Anna Denejkina

14.   Doing Digital and Visual 
Autoethnography    189
Kathryn Coleman

Section 3  Teaching, Evaluating , 
and Publishing  
A utoethnography    2 0 9

Section Introduction: 
Purposes, Perspectives, 
and Possibilities:
Enlivening Debates about 
Autoethnography    211
Laura L. Ellingson

15.   Autoethnography as/in 
Higher Education 215
Kathleen Pithouse-Morgan, Daisy Pillay, 
and Inbanathan Naicker

16.  Embracing 
Autoethnographic Anxiety: 
The Joyous Potential of 
Teaching and Advising 
Relationships    229
Sandra L. Pensoneau-Conway and 
Darren J. Valenta

17.  Thinking Through 
Rejection: Reflections on 
Writing and Publishing 
Autoethnography 241
James Salvo



CONTENTS   •   v i i

18.   Publishing 
Autoethnography: A 
Thrice-Told Tale    249
Alec Grant, Nigel Patrick Short, and 
Lydia Turner

19.   When Judgment Calls: 
Making Sense of 
Criteria for Evaluating 
Different Forms of 
Autoethnography    263
Andrew C. Sparkes

20.   Failing 
Autoethnography    277
Sophie Tamas

Section 4  Challenges and Futures 
of Autoethnography    2 8 9

Section Introduction: 
Challenges and Futures of 
Autoethnography    291
Norman K. Denzin

21.   Translation and 
Tango: Decolonizing 
Autoethnography    295
Ahmet Atay

22.   Naming and Reclaiming 
Decolonial, Feminist, 
Performative, and Other 
Approaches to Critical 
Autoethnography    303
Caleb Green and 
Bernadette Marie Catafell

23.   Autoethnography Crosses 
Cultural Borders    311
Gresilda A. Tilley-Lubbs

24. Textual Experience: A 
Relational Reading of 
Cultur     321
Aisha Durham

25.   Writing Feminist 
Autoethnography:
A Memo/ry to the 
Personal-Is-Political    329
Elizabeth Mackinlay

26.   Girl, Disrupted: Trauma, 
Narrative Disruptions, and 
Autoethnography    343
Donna F. Henson

27.   Posthumanist 
Autoethnography    355
Travis Brisini and Jake Simmons

Section 5 Autoethnographic  
Exem plars    3 6 7

Section Introduction:
Poking Around the 
Neighborhood: 
Autoethnography and the 
Search for . . . 369
Christopher N. Poulos

28.    "Sit With Your Legs 
Closed!" And Other Sayin's 
From My Childhood    375
Robin M . Boylorn

29.   Risk and Reward in 
Autoethnography: 
Revisiting "Chronicling 
an Academic 
Depression"    383
Barbara J. Jago



viii • CONTENTS

30.   On Evocative 
Autoethnography:
Talking Over Bird on the 
Wire    391
Csabo Osvath and Arthur P. Bochner

31.   Remixing/Reliving/ 
Revisioning "M y Mother Is 
Mentally Retarded"    401
Carol Rambo

32.   I AM (Still) an Angry Black 
Woman: Black Feminist 
Autoethnography, Voice, 
and Resistance    411
Rachel Alicia Griffin

33.   Staying l(ra)n: Negotiating 
Queer Identity Through 
Narrative Trespass
From Within the Iranian 
American Closet    421
Shadee Abdi

34.   Revisiting "Body and 
Bulimia Revisited"    431
Lisa M . TiIImann

35.    That Baby Will Cost You 
(REDUX): The Story of 
an Intended Ambivalent 
Pregnancy (and 
Motherhood)    443
Sandra L. Faulkner

36.    Revisiting "Bobcat" on the 
Eve of My 25-Year High 
School Reunion    451
Ragan Fox

37.   A Year of Encounters With 
Privilege    461
Esther Fitzpatrick With Mohamed 
Alansari, Fetaui Iosefo, and 
Melinda Webber

38.   The American Dental 
Dream: Sinking My Teeth 
Back In    473
Nathan Hodges

39.   Wayfinding the 
"Tapu" in Critical 
Autoethnography    483
Fetaui Iosefo, Haami Samson Hawkins, 
and David Taufui Mikato Fa'avae

40.    Researching the Taboo: 
Reflections on an 
Ethno-Autography 493
Fiona Murray

41.   Using "Auto-Ethnography" 
to Write About
Racism    505
Yassir Morsi

42.   W alk, Walking, Talking 
Home    513
Devika Chawla

43.   An Autoethnography of 
What Happens    521
Kathleen Stewart 

Index 527


