
Caravans in Global Perspective
Contexts and Boundaries

Edited by Persis B. Clarkson and 
Calogero M. Santoro

FID SOZIAL- U N D 
KULTURANTHROPOLOGIE
in Zusammenarbeit mit der DFG

LONDON AND NEW YORK

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group



Contents

List of illustrations vii
Notes on contributors xii
Introduction xiv

1  Early modern caravan networks in Afghanistan: A view
from above 1
KATE FRANKLIN AND EMILY BOAK

2  Travel times versus transport costs on Maya rivers 17
RONALD CANTER

3  Assessing human mobility and dietary pattems in the Atacama
Desert using stable isotopes: the Tarapacá case: (AD 900-1450) 32
FRANCISCA SANTANA-SAGREDO, JULIA LEE-THORP, RICK SCHULTING, MAURICIO 
URIBE, AND CHRIS HARROD

4  Historie caravans in Tanzania: Toward reinvigorating
multidisciplinary exploration 53
THOMAS JOHN BIGINAGWA

5  From northwestem Argentina to the Atacama Desert:
Circulation, goods, and value (900 BC-AD 400) 71
FRANCISCO GALLARDO, BENJAMÍN BALLESTER, GLORIA CABELLO, CAROLE 
SINCLAIRE, ITACÍ CORREA, GONZALO PIMENTEL, AND ESTEFANÍA VIDAL

6  Wari state control of camelid caravan traffic between the
coast and highlands of the Southern Nasca region, Peru 93
MATTHEW J. EDWARDS



vi    Contents

7     Caravans and long-distance trade in Roman Egypt 106
MATT GIBBS

8     The overland ’Great Silk Road’: Myths and realities
(A politically incorrect paper on a politically correct subject) 122
ANATOLY M. KHAZANOV

9     Birth and growth of medieval trans-Saharan trade in West
Africa: The example of the Caravan City of Sijilmasa (Morocco) 168
CHLOÉ CAPEL

10   Caravanner and herder-horticulturalist connections on an
Atacama Desert trafficking route AD 950-1450 184
JOSÉ BERENGUER

11   Maritime trails: The sea route from the Mediterranean to
China in precolonial times 202
JOHN N. MIKSIC

12  Neither caravanners nor herders: Participation by the coastal 
and lowland peoples in the caravan network of the northem 
Atacama Desert, Chile, AD 1000-1535 217
DANIELA VALENZUELA, BÁRBARA CASES, CALOGERO M. SANTORO, PAOLA 
LEIVA, PERSIS B. CLARKSON, FRANCISCA URRUTIA, AND ADRIÁN OYANEDER

13   Human caravans of Mesoamerica 235
PERSIS B. CLARKSON AND WILLIAM R. FOWLER

Index 267


