
Máximo Badaró 
Editor

China in Argentina
Ethnographies of a Global Expansion

palgrave
macmillan



C ontents

1    Introduction: China in Argentina — Ethnographic 
Perspectives of a Global Expansion 1
Máximo Badaró

2    “Today we are all Chinatown”: Identity Struggle and 
Strategic Uses of Culture in Buenos Aires Chinatown 19
Luciana Denardi

3    “The Language of the Future”: Mandarin Chinese as 
Cultural Identity and Merchandise in an Argentine-Chinese 
Bilingual School in Buenos Aires 45
María Florencia Sartori

4    “This Is Not Chinese Food”: Relocation, Authenticity, and 
Global Cuisines in Chinese Restaurants in Buenos Aires 67
Romina Delmonte

5    “Chinese Medicine Is Not Just Acupuncture”: The 
Experience of Chinese Immigrants in the Argentinian 
Healthcare System 95
María Florencia Incaurgarat

ix



X   CONTENTS

6     Avoiding Encounters: An Ethnographic Analysis of 
Sino-Argentine Business Relationships in Argentina’s
Oil Industry 121
Alejandra Conconi

7     “Now Is All About China”: Recent Developments in
Chinese Studies in Argentina 143
Ignacio Villagrán

Index 169


