
CIVILITY, FREE SPEECH, 
AND ACADEMIC 
FREEDOM IN HIGHER 
EDUCATION
Faculty on the Margins

Edited by Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt 
and Kakali Bhattacharya

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group 

NEW YORK AND LONDON



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments xi

Introduction 1
Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt and Kakali Bhattacharya

PART I
Black Bodies: Weaponizing the Personal 11

1   American Perversions or the Incredibly Twisted, Horribly
True Story of How I Got Educated in the Academy 13
Shannon Gibney

2  The Whiteness of Attacks on Black Academics 23 
Saida Grundy

3   No Actual Bodies Needed or “Girl, What Are
 You Looking At?” 31
Taiyon J. Coleman

PART II
Civility, Repression, and Academic Freedom:
Bodies on the Line 39

4   Universities, Civility, and Repression in the Age of
New Media: Surveillance Capital and Resistance 41
Mohan J. Dutta



x Contents

5 On the Social Epistemology of Academic Freedom 59
 Arianne Shahvisi

6 The Rhetoric of Civility as Soft Repression 72
 Dana L. Cloud

7   What Did We Provoke? BIPOC/WOC Calling Out White 
Supremacy in the Academy 89 
Reshmi Dutt-Ballerstadt

PART III
Politics of Permissibility and Absurdity:
Narratives of Civility 109

8   Civility and the Bounds of the Permissible: Scholars
of Color Embodying the Very Social—Political Dynamics
at the Heart of Their Critiques 111
Matthew Abraham

9  The “F” Bomb and the “R” Word 132 
Jeong-eun Rhee and Mary Pigliacelli

10  Chronicles Exploring FFegemonic Civility and the 
Evisceration of Academic Freedom for Critical 
Womyn of Color 145
Manali J. Sheth and Natasha N. Croom

11   Civility as Absurdity: Absurdity as Civility in Higher 
Education 163 
Kakali Bhattacharya

Afterword: The Civility—Incivility Paradox 179
Johnny E. Williams

Index 185


