
The Idea of a University
Possibilities and Contestations

Edited by D. V. Kumar

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group 

LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

List o f contributors vii
Preface viii

Introduction 1

1   Some thoughts on university education 7
ROMILA THAPAR

2   On the political economy of educational “reforms” 19
PRABHAT PATNAIK

3   Beyond instrumentality: Restoring the spirit of higher education       28
AVIJIT PATHAK

4  The idea of a university and its leader: A Gadamerian
perspective 66
BINOD KUMAR AGARWALA

5  The challenges that a university confronts in India 86
D. V. KUMAR

6  UGC and JNU: A tale of exceptions told in two acts 95
AYESHA KIDWAI

7  Higher education and the social Sciences in a “ smart India” 104
MAITRAYEE CHAUDHURI

8  The idea of university in a princely state: Reflections on the
century-old Osmania University, Hyderabad 127
K. SRINIVASULU



vi Contents

9     Spaces of contested nationalism 140
SAJAL NAG

10   Universities as gendered institutions 158
VIJAYLAKSHMI BRARA

11   The social contract of a public university: Equality, social
justice and democracy 169
V. BIJUKUMAR

Index 185


