
Modern Heroics
How HBCUs Navigated 

the COVID-19 Pandemic

edited by

Hakim J. Lucas
Virginia Union University

Herman J. Felton, Jr.
Wiley College

INFORMATION AGE PUBLISHING, INC.
Charlotte, NC • www.infoagepub.com

IAP

http://www.infoagepub.com


CONTENTS

Introduction
Raymond C. Pierce .....................................................................................ix

1.  Care Is Our Superpower
Roslyn Clark Artis .......................................................................................1

2.   Forging Opportunities Out of Crises
Lester C. Newman .....................................................................................15

3.   Lane College Responds to COVID-19
Logan Hampton ........................................................................................29

4.   Clarity, Competence, Courage, and Commitment:
Pillars of Leadership for Uncertain, Unpredictable, 
and Unprecedented Times
Roderick L. Smothers, Sr . .........................................................................45

5.   At No Time Do We Shy Away From Our Mission
Paulette R. Dillard ....................................................................................61

6.   Talladegans Rise Up!
Billy C. Hawkins .......................................................................................69

7.   I Asked God to Help Me
W. Franklin Evans ....................................................................................83

8.   Excellence, Reimagined
Hakim J. Lucas and Allia L. Carter ........................................................ 91

vii



viii CONTENTS

9.   Leading Wilberforce in a Liminal Moment
Elfred Anthony Pinkard ..........................................................................103

10.   Leading With Faith During a Global Crisis
Herman J. Felton, J r . .............................................................................. 117

Editors’ Epilogue
Herman J. Felton, Jr. and Hakim J. Fucas ............................................. 127

About the Authors ..........................................................................................129


